
Immigrant Experiences

Saint DeathSaint Death
by Marcus Sedgwick
An unsparing tale set in the grimly violent
world of the human and drug trade on the
U.S.-Mexican border finds Arturo enduring a
hardscrabble existence before helping his
friend, who has stolen money from the
narcos to smuggle his girlfriend and baby
into the U.S.

City of saints & thievesCity of saints & thieves
by Natalie C. Anderson
Years after her beloved mother is murdered
by her corrupt businessman employer, Tina,
a girl who fled Congo during childhood,
becomes an expert thief in order to support
her younger sister and pursue a dangerous
opportunity to exact revenge.

The radius of usThe radius of us
by Marie F. Marquardt
Told in alternating voices, follows the
growing relationship of two teenaged
victims of violence who are struggling to
overcome trauma and help each other cope

DisappearedDisappeared
by Francisco X Stork
Four months after a girl is kidnapped by a
violent criminal band, her brother joins the
terrorists to escape poverty, while her best
friend receives a death threat and clues to
the missing girl's whereabouts.

IllegalIllegal
by Francisco X. Stork
Fleeing across the American border to
escape a violent drug cartel, Emiliano goes
into hiding as an undocumented immigrant
while his sister is held indefinitely in a
detention facility, where she hopes to be
granted asylum. Sequel to Disappeared.

The sun is also a starThe sun is also a star
by Nicola Yoon
Natasha, whose family is hours away from
being deported, and Daniel, a first
generation Korean American who strives to
live up to his parents' expectations,
unexpectedly fall in love and must
determine which path they will choose in
order to be together

American pandaAmerican panda
by Gloria Chao
Struggling with guilt stemming from her
parents' cultural expectations about her
future as a proper wife and doctor, a
17-year-old Taiwanese-American college
freshman hides the truth about her germ
phobia and her crush on a Japanese
classmate before reconnecting with her

brother, who is estranged from the family for dating the wrong
woman.

I am not your perfectI am not your perfect
Mexican daughterMexican daughter
by Erika L. Sánchez
When the sister who delighted their
parents by her embrace of Mexican culture
dies in a tragic accident, Julia, who longs
to go to college and move into a home of
her own, discovers from friends that her
sister may not have been as perfect as

believed.

The everything I have lostThe everything I have lost
by Sylvia Aguilar Zeleny
Beginning at age twelve, Julia keeps a diary
of her life in Juarez, Mexico, where life is
always dangerous, until she joins her aunt
and grandmother in El Paso, Texas, and
faces new challenges
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Something in betweenSomething in between
by Melissa De la Cruz
Sixteen-year-old overachiever Jasmine de
los Santos learns that her family may be
deported to the Philippines and that her
relationship with Royce, the son of a
congressman opposing an immigration bill,
may be over

The astonishing color of afterThe astonishing color of after
by Emily X. R. Pan
A teen grieving the loss of her mother
travels to Taiwan to meet her maternal
grandparents for the first time and search
for her mother's spirit while uncovering
tragic family secrets and struggling to
reconcile the truth about how her mother's
life really ended.

The field guide to the NorthThe field guide to the North
American teenagerAmerican teenager
by Ben Philippe
Uprooted from his native Montreal to
Austin, Texas, a black French-Canadian teen
navigates the joys and clichés of the
American high school experience, including
falling in love, before challenging himself to
accept friendship into his life.

American streetAmerican street
by Ibi Zoboi
Separated from her detained mother after
moving from Haiti to America, Fabiola
struggles to navigate the home of her loud
cousins and a new school on Detroit's gritty
west side, where a surprising romance and a
dangerous proposition challenge her ideas
about freedom.

LobizonaLobizona
by Romina Garber
When her mother is arrested by ICE, sixteen-
year-old Argentinian Manu--who thinks she
is hiding in a Miami apartment because she
is an undocumented immigrant--discovers
that her entire existence is illegal.

Sia Martinez and the moonlitSia Martinez and the moonlit
beginning of everythingbeginning of everything
by Raquel Vasquez Gilliland
Separated from her mother in the years
following a painful ICE raid, Sia drives into
the desert and lights prayerful candles on
every new moon before an astonishing
night when her mother emerges from a blue
spacecraft that crashes in front of her car.

Don't ask me where I'm fromDon't ask me where I'm from
by Jennifer De Leon
Reinventing herself at a privileged white
suburban high school to get by in the face of
escalating racial tensions, a first-generation
American-Latinx teen is forced to take a
stand when she discovers that her absent
father cannot legally return home.

We Are Not from HereWe Are Not from Here
by Jenny Torres Sanchez
A poignant novel of desperation, escape,
and survival across the U.S.-Mexico border,
inspired by current events.

The liars of Mariposa IslandThe liars of Mariposa Island
by Jennifer Mathieu
A teen’s 1986 summer babysitting job and
her brother’s quest to track down their
father are complicated by their mother’s
traumatic past as a young refugee fleeing
the Cuban revolution.

We are here to stay : voices ofWe are here to stay : voices of
undocumented young adultsundocumented young adults
by Susan Kuklin
Documents the stories of nine
undocumented immigrants to the United
States, fleeing violence and seeking
freedom, detailing how each youth left their

homelands to start a new life in America.
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